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Thumbs up for innovative housing in Redmond 
 

Nine contemporary, cottage-style homes with a 

shared underground parking garage and 

community building may be built in Redmond's 

Grass Lawn neighborhood near Microsoft's main 

campus. 

The development – still subject to site plan 

approval -- would be created under Redmond's 

Innovative Housing Demonstration program on a 

one-acre wooded site that is part of a recently 

annexed area. Builders plan to pursue Built 

Green™ 4-Star and Energy Star certification for 

the pedestrian-oriented project.  

Subject to satisfying certain conditions, 

Redmond's Innovative Housing Review Panel 

authorized the developer to apply for land use permits in February that are needed to move the project forward. Those 

conditions pertained to setbacks, the garage plan, size of 

homes and an affordability component. 

Currently called Rose Hill Community Development, the 

project will use green design, coupled with their low-

maintenance materials and systems to produce direct 

savings of time and money for the owner.Developer Yuval 

Sofer said homes will be built using the latest in 

sustainable techniques and high quality materials that 

conserve resources and promote healthy living.  

One of the key goals in the project is "creating a high 

quality community of social living while maintaining 

privacy." Among architectural features are porches and 

patios and a variety of roof shapes. Designers tout it as a 

new model for housing developments on how to be 

environmentally sensitive and encourage community. 

The homes will include water-conserving fixtures, passive solar design, sustainable building materials and high-

performance mechanical systems. The site will incorporate native and drought-tolerate plantings and use an innovative 

stormwater management system. 



Prices are expected to start at around $550,000. The homes will 

be 1,600 to 2,500 square feet, smaller than Redmond's average 

of 3,300 square feet.  

Rose Hill Community Development is a collaboration of YS 

Development and Johnston Architects LLC. Sally A.T. Roth is the 

project architect. 

The Redmond City Council adopted the Innovative Housing 

Demonstration Program in August 2005.Last August the 

program was re-adopted and extended for an additional five 

years. 

The ordinance provides for a limited number of innovative demonstration projects, such as cottages, small-lot single-family 

homes, and duplexes. In return for the ability to build at higher densities and have some flexibility in setback and lot 

coverage regulations, homebuilders are required to provide superb residential design compatible with the existing 

neighborhood, may utilize green development solutions, and are strongly encouraged to provide an affordability 

component. 

Renderings courtesy Johnston Architects LLC. 
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